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Thankful for Cancer
JESUS USED IT  FOR GOOD

Iam thankful for my 
cancer. Satan meant 

it for my destruction, but
Jesus used it for good.

In January 2000, after six
months of mammograms,
sonograms, and needle
biopsies—all of which 
were normal—a biopsy
indicated that I had 
breast cancer. Following 
a mastectomy in March, 
all the doctors strongly
urged chemotherapy and
radiation. They gave me
less than a 50% chance 
of survival after five years. 

I began to follow the
doctors’ treatment program,
even though I had
witnessed other family
members’ torment,
destruction, and premature
deaths from the same
treatment. When there were problems in giving
me chemotherapy, I told my family that God
simply did not want me to do this. So I prayed 
for God’s plan for my recovery. My prayer life
became specific. God answered by directing me 
to Hartland Wellness Center, to be under the care
of a Christian doctor. 

The tender heart of the Christ-centered doctor
was a stark contrast to the many other doctors 
I had seen. Hartland Wellness Center was a
wonderful gift from Jesus. I learned about lifestyle
changes that I needed. Applying that knowledge
was not always easy. It required discipline to fully

make the changes. I liked
the structured program and
positive atmosphere. I felt
that the Holy Spirit was in
every part, whether it was 
in the classroom, therapy
session, or cooking class.
Christ was there and He
helped me, so I praise 
God for that. 

The students and staff
know what they’re doing
and they love their patients.
That means so much when
you’re dealing with life-
threatening disease. They
are my brothers and sisters
in Christ. Hartland was 
so rewarding after seeing
conventional doctors. 
It was a heap of a blessing!

If you have cancer, first
call on Christ, our Great
Physician, and seek His

guidance. In the Bible, He has given us some
specific counsel, as well as general guidelines, to
maintain our bodies, minds, and hearts in the
best possible state. Be careful about conventional
medicine. God’s plan is better.

Breast cancer changed my life. Hartland gave
me the tools to be on the path of health. I’m more
aware of what I put in my body for fuel, and with
God’s help, I follow the eight laws of health as my
daily routine. It’s been five years since I’ve been
diagnosed and after Hartland, I feel wonderful.
I’ve got more energy. All honor and praise and
glory be to Jesus Christ, my Lord and Saviour!!

by Linda Haynes

✱ WELLNESS CENTER

"Breast cancer changed my
life. Hartland gave me the tools
to be on the path of health."



CONTACT HARTLAND Tel: (540) 672-3100 E-mail: info@Hartland.edu www.Hartland.edu 3

It takes a special person to share Last Generation with
the diverse people who walk the streets and ride the

buses and trains of New York City (NYC)—a person
filled with courage, faith, a love for souls, and a quick
mind. At 6 foot 6 inches, Joe DeGuerre, a 34-year-old
security guard, seems to have been especially designed
for this ministry. He’s been distributing free literature in
NYC since 1998. Because Joe does not have a car, he
packs his backpack full of Last Generation magazines
and passes them out in the morning after work.

One day Joe found himself in a very dangerous
situation on a crowded bus when two men in the front
–one old, one young—began arguing. When the
argument got louder and more intense, Joe went to the
front to see if he could stop it. Usually his presence
alone calms things down, but the young man would
not back down. Joe stepped between the old man
and the young man, hoping that would help.
But no, the young man was very determined!

When the young man pulled out a knife, Joe
had to consider quickly how to react. He decided
to stay calm and stay between the two men.
Everyone on the bus watched intently as the events
unfolded. Joe thought, “If I move toward the young
man, he’ll stab me in my heart,” so Joe put his
trust in the Lord and kept calm.

After the young man finally got off the bus, 

a passenger asked Joe if he was a Christian. Joe said, “Yes,”
and gave him a magazine. Saving that old man’s life
was a witness to the busload of people! 

During the recent September 11 commemoration in
NYC, Joe gave out “Sweet Land of Liberty,” a past issue
of Last Generation. “I gave one to every commentator
and reporter . . . . Everyone had them in their hands.”
He gave one to a news commentator and while 
he was being filmed, Joe stood behind him waving 
the magazine. Joe says, “The best part of the 

Last Generation magazine is that it
appeals to everybody.” 

Joe is looking forward to
heaven when he 

hopes to see some of the
people with whom he

has shared
literature. 

✱ LAST GENERATION“Big Joe”
A MADE-TO-ORDER LITERATURE MISSIONARY FOR NEW YORK CITY By Robin Heiks and Betsy Mayer

Understand the issues
Six times a year* you could be sharing:
• Current events in the light of Bible prophecy
• Godly guidelines for your spiritual walk
• Tips on total health
• Stories about God's power to change lives
Call Last Generation magazine TOLL FREE at

1-877-527-8436 
or e-mail sales@lastgen.net

* One year’s
subscription:
United States US
$15.00; Foreign
(surface) US
$21.00; Foreign
(air mail) US
$30.00. All major
credit cards
accepted.
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Way to Life Ministries By Diego Silva

✱ HARTLAND COLLEGE

From the time I stepped foot on the campus 
of Hartland College three years ago, God 

has placed on my heart the burning desire to
establish a similar institution in my country,
Brazil. Little did I know how soon this would take
place. Recently He blessed Way to Life Ministries
with the property to start a self-supporting school
and sanitarium. This past summer, I was
privileged to go down to Brazil and organize the
first extension school on the newly acquired
property. A group of eight people from Hartland
went with me. What a thrill it was to see precious
souls filled with joy because of the deep and
precious truths they were hearing! 

During our week-long extension school, we held

classes such as Conversion and Righteousness 
by Faith, Daniel, Principles of Medical Ministry,
Philosophy of Christian Education, Vegetarian
Cookery, and the Sanctuary Message. The response
of the people was tremendous. Over 120 people
came from five different states in Brazil. Many
stayed for the whole week. At the end of the week,
the people testified as to what the experience had
meant to them. 

Many of God’s people in Brazil were enlightened
with a better understanding of what He has called
them to be and do for Him in these last days. 
A mother and wife shared that the Lord impressed
her that she needed to make changes in her home.
The Lord was calling them to come up higher in

“It was the most spiritually fulfilling week of
my life!” exclaimed a lady who has been in the church over thirty
years. “I have learned more about the Adventist message at the extension
school than in all my years of being a faithful church attendee.”

Iam thrilled to report to our friends and
faithful supporters that the truth-filled

literature being produced at Hartland
Publications is making a tremendous impact
upon souls in Brazil, the country with the most
Adventists in the world.

Recently, Francisco Herculano, a faithful
Seventh-day Adventist in Brazil, translated the
books Keepers of the Faith and Tithes and
Offerings into the Portuguese language. He had
come to know about Hartland when Colin and

Russell Standish went to Brazil to conduct
meetings in different parts of the country 
in 2001. Convicted that the messages were
truth and because he wanted them in our
churches, he took it upon himself to translate
and publish their material. I am also happy 
to tell you that Francisco is working on
Entertainment Syndrome and Winds of Doctrine,
books dealing with vital issues facing the
Seventh-day Adventist Church at this critical
hour in earth’s history.

Portuguese Translations 
Minister in BrazilBy Diego Silva

✱ PUBLICATIONS
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the areas of diet, the education of their little girl,
her dress, and most importantly, their personal
devotional life. Praise be to God!

A mother of two young ladies wrote us a letter 
at the end of the week expressing deep gratitude
for the change that had been
wrought in her daughters’ lives.
“They came home every day
telling me what they had learned.
The topics were just what they
needed to hear.” God used us to
address the serious issues that 

the mother was concerned 
about such as boyfriends, 
entertainment, and fashion.

Sergio, a newly converted
Adventist, came every day to
participate in the school. He is 
a member of the local church and
in his late twenties. This brother is
convicted that God has called him
to be a medical missionary. Several

have emailed me since our return telling me about
the great things the Lord is doing as they share
what they experienced with their fellow church
members. We expect a large turnout for our next
extension school in December 2004.

Our work in Brazil was not
limited to the extension school. 
We ministered in eight different
churches in four different states
during our month-long adventure.
The highlight of these revival
meetings was when Brother Hal

Mayer shared his music seminar in one of our
local churches. A popular singing group expressed
deep conviction of the truths concerning the
music that God will and will not accept. It just 
so happened that they had been asked to present
special music just before Brother Mayer got up 
to speak. Their music was exactly that which he
revealed was inappropriate for God’s people.
However, the beautiful thing is that the group 
was convicted, and demonstrated their conviction
by canceling the recording for their next CD,
which was scheduled for the following Thursday. 

We expect to start our first school year in
January of 2007. Until then we plan to have three
extension schools per year so that the work in Brazil
can continue to go forward. Please pray for the
Brazil project. God is doing wonderful things!

The amazing thing about all this, which
confirms that the Lord’s hand is moving in
Brazil, is that one of our unions in Brazil,
through the initiative of one of our faithful
professors at the Adventist seminary in Sao
Paulo, translated and published the book,
Adventism Imperiled. This book deals with
critical issues confronting God’s church today
in the area of education. What is so surprising
is that this book is a rebuke to the Adventist
educational system today, including that of
Brazil. But a faithful pastor and teacher,
recognizing the truth contained in this book,
made it possible for the publishing of this 
all-important message on true education.
Praise be to God!

"They came home every
day telling me what they
had learned. The topics
were just what they need
to hear."

Way to Life Minstries’
future school and
sanitarium
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Aaron Baker 
Aaron, a native
Californian,
graduated from
Hartland College in June 2004
as a pastoral evangelism major.
From the five options that he
had, Aaron chose to teach Bible
at Hartland College because his
vision is to train young people to
know their Bible well. It is truly
a blessing to have graduates
filling staff positions here at
Hartland. Aaron was a student,
so he can identify very well with
them and their needs.

“In these last days,” says
Aaron, “it is not enough to give
our students a surface knowledge
of what we believe. My burden is
to lead these students to Jesus
Christ and to rivet their feet in
Present Truth. My prayer is that
they will take the gospel to the
world and pave the way for the
second coming of Jesus.

Melissa Collett
Melissa, a native of Quebec,
Canada, also graduated from
Hartland in June 2004. She
majored in Bible instruction 
and is working for the Bible
study outreach department of
Hartland College. “I want to live
to portray the love and power 
of the crucified One in the

preparation 
of the last
generation. 
I have a great
burden to

work in Europe, which has
become a dark continent.
They rejected the light of
the Reformation and now

they are in greater darkness.
They have such secular thinking
that talking about religion is
essentially taboo. But coming
from a European mindset in
Quebec, I know that they are
still hungering and thirsting for
something better in their lives.
And I want to see Western
Europeans trained to save 
their fellowmen.” 

Adrienne Izzard
When invited by close friends
and sisters from New York to
attend Hartland’s 2003 camp
meeting, Adrienne was not

interested
because she
thought that all
camp meetings
were the same.
But she came

anyway. She was surprised and
overjoyed with the Present Truth
meetings presented by Spirit-
filled brethren. She decided she
wanted to serve the Lord here.

After fasting and praying for
God’s guidance, He confirmed
her desire, but she didn’t send
her application in until five
months later. Two months after
that, Adrienne came for an
interview. Finally, a year after
her first visit to Hartland, she
packed up and moved here.
“The working environment is

like none I’ve ever experienced.
The beautiful surroundings, and
spiritual atmosphere can only 
be God-given. I am thankful to
be part of Hartland’s ministry.”
Adrienne is working in Hartland
World Mission as an assistant 
in the Bible conference and
evangelism departments.

Smith Family
Michael and April Smith
recently joined our Hartland
team from New Jersey. Michael
has been a counselor for a boys’
correctional school, and April
worked as a full-time wife while
homeschooling their two boys,
Trimine (14) and Shan (13).
April was also involved in doing
medical missionary work.

Their interest in Hartland
started when April attended 
a homeschool seminar here.
She was thrilled about what 
she learned and she told her
husband, “You have to come
and see Hartland!” 

Michael and his whole
family like Hartland’s
environment. Michael is
thrilled to have a job as a
missionary and working full
time for the Lord. “It is a joy 
to work for Hartland World
Mission as the campmeeting
coordinator.”

✱ NEW STAFF
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✱ HARTLAND COLLEGE

“You can date that person only if we - as
your parents - know him or her.” “Go read

your Bible. Find something to do. Don’t bother
me.” “You can wear those clothes only if other
youth from the church are wearing them.” These
words are often the advice that SDA Romanians
give their children.

Since the fall of communism, SDA church
membership in Romania has almost doubled. 
Yet many new members are not taught how 
to study their Bibles or how to apply inspired
counsels to their daily lives. Some of these 
new members still carry superstitions and poor
child training methods with them.

Seeing this, I decided to start a camp in
Romania patterned after the Young Disciple and
Piedmont Valley Youth Bible Camps. I was
burdened to teach these youth sound principles
of Bible study and courtship. The Lord put
together a camp with six counselors and sixteen
young people. Each morning we taught classes
on how to study the Bible, principles of
courtship and marriage, and English. In the
afternoon, we had outreach and activities, and
in the evening we had campfire worship.

We prayed that God would send campers who
would be willing to learn and apply sound
principles to their lives. I was amazed to learn
that more than half of these teenagers were
already dating, and many of them were dating
non-Adventists. They had never heard that they
could keep themselves emotionally pure for

marriage—not even giving away parts of their
hearts to other people. For the first few days, 
I sensed some resistance to the messages about
this topic. Chuck Holtry, a teacher at Hartland
College, gave wonderful examples of God’s guidance
in the lives of Adam and Isaac, as well as lessons
to learn from the mistakes of Abraham and Jacob.
With time, the Holy Spirit softened the hearts 
of the campers. 

We also introduced them to a God who can heal
our wounds and restore us. Many Adventist
campers came from homes where only one
parent was a Seventh-day Adventist. They wanted
to be Adventists, but feared the persecution
that their Adventist parent encountered.

Most campers fell in love with studying 
their Bibles and the Spirit of Prophecy. The
beautiful mountains, the early mornings, and
the exercises prepared their minds and bodies 
to study God’s Word. I was surprised at the
thirst of two Orthodox campers, Adrian and
Roxandra. Andrea Santos, an American
counselor, spent many hours with Roxandra,
giving her Bible studies about God and
righteousness by faith.

The hosts told us that they had never seen 
a camp so spiritual and well organized. 
They gladly accepted the Desire of Ages and
Christ’s Object Lessons.

Pray that the Lord will open more doors for
Romanian youth to be trained for the Lord. 

YOUTH BIBLE CAMP IN ROMANIA By Lynn Popescu

Campers enjoying the great outdoors Chuck Holtry, Florinel and Lynn Popescu
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✱ HARTLAND COLLEGE

No Dating at Hartland College?

My amazed friend was then surprised when 
I told her of the wonderful marriages that have
developed from Hartland graduates. One such
marriage is that of Daniel and Antonella Pedley
who report, “It liberated us to not have to worry
about the dating game while in college. There’s no
better way to develop patience and self-control than
waiting for God to provide you with a life
companion.” Daniel and Antonella married about 
a year after their graduation.

“I was tempted to start a relationship when 
I saw all the godly ladies at Hartland College, but
when I understood the principle, I realized that it
would lead to premature marriage, distract from
my studies, and also distract me from God,” says
Florinel Popescu. Florinel and Lynn Popescu both
graduated from Hartland, and when God led them
together, they formed a solid marriage and
ministry in the United States and Romania.  

The no-dating-or-romance policy at Hartland
College provides students a welcome freedom
to have friendships without all the
considerations or conflicts that arise in
most schools, because the pressure
for premature relationships is
absent. Students get to know each
other very well because they are
free to associate during meals,
work, study, outreach, etc. They
work together in real life settings
where they can truly learn about
each other, rather than at the
customary banquets or other
artificial environments where 

the focus is all about dating “relationships.” 
Since “pairing off” is not expected or permitted,

students at Hartland get plenty of opportunity to
observe developing qualities of others in friendly
group settings while developing better characters
themselves. Greg was attracted to Jill, and the
attraction grew as he observed her personality and
character. He knew his feelings weren’t wrong, but
the time wasn’t right. He had committed to God to
save his heart for the one woman God had for
Him. He often knelt by his bunk bed and asked
God to remove his premature feelings for Jill, and
to bring them back in the future—but only if she
was the right one for him. 

Students may find themselves attracted to one
another, but they learn to have faith in God and
wait for God’s timing, so that they will have the
right relationship at the right time. They learn to
experience faith in letting God lead them. Often we
want to interfere with God’s plan by managing the
romantic process ourselves. This is a mistake, for

we take ourselves out of God’s hands in the
most important time in life. “It is important
for us to learn to trust God and not follow
our feelings in this area,” says Alina Pop,
another Hartland graduate, “especially in
the choice of our life partner.” 

Is this dating and romance policy
Hartland’s own standard or is this God’s

principle? “The school is not to be
regarded as a place for courtship

or marriage, but as a place
where the youth are to be

educated and disciplined

By Hal Mayer

“Wow!” said an acquaintance. “Do you really mean that students at Hartland
can’t date? How will they ever get acquainted with each other?”

Greg and Jill Morikone
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for practical life. Flirtation or special attentions between
young ladies and young men cannot be permitted in the
school. Were the rules so lax as to admit of this, the
education and home training of many have been so entirely
different from what they ought to have been that the school
would become demoralized, and parents would feel no safety
in sending their children to the school.” Manuscript
Releases, volume 13, page 145.

Some people think that this policy is too rigid. Perhaps
they have never really considered the benefits of trusting 
God completely at this level in their experience. Hartland
doesn’t have pink and blue sidewalks. Students are 
free to mingle and associate so long as they keep their
affections to themselves. What liberty and blessing this 
self-discipline brings them! 

The important thing to do in college while discovering
God’s calling in your life is to “become the person you 
would want to marry,” concludes Daniel Pedley. That
preparation will prove most valuable later in life, when
marriage becomes an option. L-R Daniel, Elliot and Antonella Pedley

Lynn and Florinel Popescu
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On May 1, 2004, Brother Hal Mayer became the
speaker and director of Keep the Faith

Ministry (KTF), an audiotape ministry begun ten
years ago by Elder Lawrence Nelson. When Elder
Nelson was ready to fully retire at age 89, he asked
Brother Mayer to continue the work. The following
interview explains this important development.

HMR: Brother Mayer, why did Elder Nelson choose
you to carry on the work of Keep the Faith Ministry? 

Mayer: At first I recommended someone else to
become the speaker, but Elder Nelson wanted
someone with a compatible outlook, message, and
understanding of prophecy. It was a natural fit.
That person needed to be someone young enough,
with energy to branch into new fields of service
and develop up-to-date technologies. 

HMR: How did KTF begin?
Mayer: After Elder Nelson retired from the

General Conference, he would preach on
weekends in various churches in the Oregon
Conference. When he refused to stop preaching
against the celebration movement, the Oregon
Conference banned him from preaching in their
territory. “Lawrence,” said his wife Dean, “God
has called you to preach and no one must stop
you!” So he invested $3,000 in equipment and
started with a monthly sermon to fourteen of his
friends. In ten years, it has grown to over 18,000
addresses worldwide. 

HMR: How can you do work for both KTF and
Hartland at the same time?

Mayer: Actually, I am now working a quarter
time for Hartland, though my wife continues in
full time ministry. I am doing things that Hartland
needs, such as teaching history, filling weekend
appointments promoting Hartland, and helping
with key Stewardship Ministry projects. But KTF 

is a busy ministry, too.
Fortunately, I have help
both here in Virginia 
and in Oregon where 
KTF started. 

HMR: Is KTF now part of Hartland?
Mayer: No, it is a freestanding ministry,

independent of Hartland, but the two ministries
have a close working relationship. We hope to
cooperate in many different ways. The KTF board
felt it would be best not to merge with Hartland 
to protect the effectiveness of Keep the Faith in 
the long term. 

HMR: Doesn’t Keep the Faith Ministry take
funds away from Hartland? 

Mayer: Actually, Keep the Faith has been
responsible for introducing many new people to
Hartland, some of whom have become strong
supporters of Hartland. The KTF mailing list is
over three times the size of Hartland’s. That means
that Hartland stands to gain much by working
closely with KTF. It’s a strategic alignment. My
philosophy is that there are enough funds out
there for all of God’s faithful ministries, especially
when they cooperate.

HMR: What is your vision for the future of KTF?
Mayer: I believe that God has big things in

store for Keep the Faith Ministry. We are on the
verge of expanding into production to include
non-English languages such as Portuguese and
Spanish. That alone is a tremendous opportunity.
We have developed a website that will assist in this.
The address is www.ktfministry.org. We are also
planning an arm of ministry just for youth. I hope
one day to expand into work for Muslims, too.

HMR: Thank you, Brother Mayer, and God
bless you and KTF.

HAL MAYER ACCEPTS LEADERSHIP OF
Keep the Faith Ministry
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“The main reason I like
to come to Hartland
convocations is because
the messages are Christ-
centered and the desire

is to meet God’s approval. They inspire
me to keep going.” Tracy, NY

“I like hearing pure
truth preached and 
I like seeing high
principles upheld.”
Kevin, NY

“This is such a special place—like 
a little heaven. It makes me feel 
closer to God. The messages give 
me a spiritual boost.” Gladys 
(with husband Ezequiel), TN

Volunteering 
Equips for Service

✱ VOLUNTEERS

“I like coming to 
Hartland convocations….”

“Iam thankful for the time I could
spend here,” commented

Steffi Kulessa from Germany, who
came to visit Hartland Institute
for two months. She has a
commercial education and has
studied economics. Steffi has
been a blessing to us by helping
in different departments here on
campus. “Hartland is 
a peaceful place, like a
little piece of heaven
where people have the
love of God in their
hearts and pass it
on to others. I was
impressed that
people eagerly

study God’s Word and try to live like Jesus. 
I was also impressed that prayer is

not a formal ritual, but it is a result
of the desire in the hearts of the
people to connect with God.”

Steffi also learned that a
balanced Christian life helps us
to be Christians wherever we are.

She wants to represent Christ in
the “outside world” through

her influence and be
there for those who
need Christ. She is
thankful that she
could equip herself
with more spiritual
knowledge.
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✱ A LESSON FROM HISTORY

During the early part of the
Reformation, just when the

Roman Catholic Church was
about to strike a blow against
the Reformers, a great distrac-
tion called upon its massive
resources. God caused the
“Turk,” or the Muslim world, 
to invade the western Roman
Empire. Great crusades were
marshalled to beat back the
threatening forces from the east.
As Islam pushed westward, the
east was opened up like never
before. Besides allowing the
early Reformation movement to
continue, the conflict between
East and West had great signifi-
cance for God’s cause. 

A corrupted Bible had
corrupted Rome. The Gnostic
scholars of Alexandria, with their
false teachings, had very early
“corrected” the Scriptures to
harmonize them with their
pagan philosophy. Men like
Clement of Alexandria, Origen,
and Eusebius deliberately
miscopied the Scriptures so that
they were largely adulterated by
the time of Jerome in the fourth
century. Jerome translated these
corrupted Greek (western)
manuscripts into Latin. This
Bible became the Bible of choice
for the Roman church. Known as
the Latin Vulgate, it was spread
around the western empire.  

But God used the Crusades to
help His cause of reform and to
give us His greatest treasure, the
pure Bible. The eastern Roman
Empire (Byzantium) was the
home of the Lucian manuscripts
of the New Testament. Lucian of
Odessa (near Antioch) was very
concerned about the devious
intent of the Gnostics in
Alexandria during the fourth
century. Lucian set out to collect,
preserve, and faithfully copy the
uncorrupted manuscripts that

were still available in the
churches. He trained others to
very carefully copy the Scriptures.
By the time of the great schism
and split between East and West
in the 11th century, there were
very few pure New Testament
manuscripts in the west, but
they were continually used 
in the East. 

The Crusades opened up trade
and communication with the
East and these pure manuscripts
began to flow west. Erasmus of
Rotterdam set out to compile
the best of them into a Greek

New Testament, which became
known as the Textus Receptus.
This New Testament was used by
all the Reformers to translate
the Bible into the languages of
their own people. William
Tyndale used it also, and after
several editions of his New
Testament in English, the King
James Bible was eventually
reviewed and re-translated by
scholarly, dedicated men whose
work is still with us today.

Without the invasions of
Islam into the western empire,
God’s work of reform would not
have its greatest treasure—the
uncorrupted Bible in the languages
of the people—nor would it
have survived some 350 years of
assault by Rome. Rome hates
the Reformation translations
and has done everything possible
to get modern churches away
from the Reformation Bibles
based on the Textus Receptus.
She wants to make them loyal to
the new ecumenical Bibles with
all the corruptions, omissions,
mistranslations and other
distortions of their corrupted
Greek source. If you want a pure
faith, you need the KJV. With the
current invasion of fanatical
Islam into the western world, 
I wonder what treasures God 
has in store for the final
reformation. 

Islam and the Pure Bible By Hal Mayer

But God used the
Crusades to help His
cause of reform and 
to give us His greatest
treasure, the pure Bible.
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In early October 2003, Jacob
Nwagiri was headed for an

appointment as part of his min-
istry with the Redeemed
Christian Church, a Pentecostal
church in Lagos, Nigeria. As
Jacob hurried along the road,
carrying his Bible in his hand, 
a man greeted him with the
words, “Have you heard?” 

Jacob responded, “About what?”
The man replied, “About the

right day to worship.” He briefly
explained to Jacob that we
should worship on the Sabbath,
quoting Exodus 20. He explained
that he had attended a program
and learned many things, and
that if Jacob wanted to verify the
things he was saying he should
write to Frances Lundberg at
Hartland World Mission. He
gave his own address to Jacob,
telling him to ask for Bwinga’s
brother. Jacob pressed for his
name, but he said, “Just ask for
Bwinga’s brother.”

A few days later Jacob went to
see him, but found that he and
Bwinga had gone to the village
because he was sick. The woman
who passed the information to
Jacob indicated that he might
not be alive! Jacob had no more

success when he went to the
house again later. Jacob decided
to write to Hartland World
Mission for the needed
information regarding the
Sabbath. My co-worker, 
Sheri Trueblood, thoroughly
researched answers to his many

questions, and we sent him
books that would help him to
answer the objections of his
church leaders. 

In March 2004, he decided
that he must share this
wonderful news with his family,
so he went to his village. Six out
of the eight adult children in his
family were there along with the
mother and father. He spent
seven days continually studying
with them. They attended
church on Sabbath and they all
accepted the truths that he
taught them. His father died
shortly after he shared the
Sabbath truth with him, but the
others have continued to attend

the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
I met Jacob recently when we

conducted a one-week extension
school program in Abeokuta,
Nigeria. He was so eager to
attend the program that he
came a day early! He faithfully
attended all the classes from the
6:30 a.m. worship to the
doctrinal presentations in the
evening. He now plans to return
to his village to share the
additional truths that he has
learned, i.e., vegetarianism,
righteousness by faith, the
sanctuary message, state of the
dead, true gift of tongues, etc.
We have sent him more books 
so that he can continue studying
and be an effective “eleventh
hour” worker.

Jacob is attending a local
Seventh-day Adventist Church
every Sabbath and has been 
well accepted. He plans to train
at one of the “Madison-type”
schools that we plan to establish
in Nigeria in mid-2005, 
God willing.

Please keep Jacob in your
prayers, along with the many
other Pentecostals who took
their stand for truth at the recent
extension school program. 

By Frances Lundberg

✱ WORLD MISSION

Have
You
Heard?

L-R Daniel Nnanta, Jacob Nwagiri

"Have you heard?" Jacob
responded, "About
what?" . . . "About the
right day to worship."
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One Sabbath evening my wife and I had the
opportunity to visit with Debbie,* a friend of

mine from academy days, who is afflicted with
multiple sclerosis. I had not seen her for many
years, but now Debbie is confined to a wheelchair
and lives in a room in a care center in
Philadelphia, where she is alone in her
faith and far from her family. 
She has difficulty in speech, but her
mind is very sharp. The worldly
influences around her are enormous,
especially on Sabbath. 

Debbie doesn’t have many visitors. 
No one in the Philadelphia area
ministers to this precious Seventh-day
Adventist child of God on a regular
basis. Yet when we saw Debbie, we were
surprised at her resilient spirit, her joy
and contentment, and her faith in God. We sang
with her, read her favorite Scriptures, told her
conversion stories, prayed with her, and had a most
encouraging fellowship with her. We went there to
encourage her, but she encouraged us! We went
there to minister to her spiritually, but she also
ministered to us! Betsy and I are immensely
grateful for the fellowship we had with Debbie. Her
bright spirit was a strong testimony of the gospel in
her life. Here is a woman who is content in the
most difficult circumstances and most trying
experiences. More than that, we met a woman who
is happy even though she has many things she
could complain about. 

On the wall in the hall was this profound
statement: “You need to learn to be happy by
nature, because you’ll seldom have the chance to
be happy by circumstance.” I suppose Debbie
would be happy if she weren’t in this difficult set of
circumstances. But then, would she have as much

reason to be happy in the Lord? 
Often we forget what true happiness
is when everything is going well. 
And then we grumble when we have
a little trouble. Perhaps it is her
circumstances that give Debbie 
the opportunity to let God make 
her truly happy. 

Joseph was happy as sunshine in
prison. Paul and Silas sang behind
prison bars. Paul said, “I have
learned, in whatsoever state I am,

therewith to be content.”1 And again he said,
“Rejoice in the Lord alway,”2 no matter what the
problems are, no matter what the difficulties are. 

The true Christian is happy by nature because
Jesus has made him that way. Please pray for
Debbie, but also pray that God will make you
happy by nature. That is the best stewardship of
your emotional resources. It is also the best way 
to be a blessing to others. That’s the gospel
according to Debbie. 
*name has been changed

1. Philippians 4:11         

2. Philippians 4:4

Hal Mayer
Stewardship Ministries

The Gospel According to Debbie
✱ STEWARDSHIP MINISTRIES

By Hal Mayer 
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“The very last deception of Satan will be to
make of none effect the testimony of the

Spirit of God.”  Selected Messages, volume 1, page 48. 
1. There are those who claim to be Seventh-day

Adventists who openly declare their disbelief in the
precious messages. 

2. Some claim full loyalty to the Spirit of Prophecy
but they rarely read to understand the messages or
else they read but do not live them. “To disregard the
light [the Testimonies]is to reject it.” Testimonies for
the Church, volume 5, page 680.

3. Yet another group of Seventh-day Adventists
declare that the Spirit of Prophecy has been given to
us for counsel and advice, but not to give us clear
statements concerning the great doctrinal truths
which God has given to His church.

4. Other professors declare that the Spirit of
Prophecy is to be used homiletically (for preaching),
but not exegetically (for explanation or interpretation
of a text). By this they mean that the Spirit of Prophecy
cannot be used to give us fundamental insights into
the understanding of the words of Scripture.

5. Still other people claim that the Bible is the
greater light and the writings of Sister White are the
lesser light, meaning her works are less important or
reliable than the Bible. Yet, as we study the statements
in the Spirit of Prophecy itself, we discover it does not
mean that the Testimonies given to Sister White were
inferior to those given to the prophets of the Old and
New Testaments. It is referring to the fact that every
prophet is a lesser light to lead us to the Greater
Light, Jesus Christ our Saviour. “He [John the Baptist]
was the lesser light which was to be followed by the
greater.” Spirit of Prophecy, volume 2, page 83.

Furthermore, in the most climatic moment of
earth’s history when the destiny of the whole human
race is at stake, would God give to us a minor
prophet, or would Sister White be one of the greatest
prophets of all time? 

6. There is also an expanding group who is
convinced that the Spirit of Prophecy after 1884 is

greatly compromised by interpolations and changes
which we should reject. This would include parts of
volume five of the Testimonies for the Church and
volumes six through nine. It includes Patriarchs and
Prophets, Prophets and Kings, Desire of Ages, Acts of
the Apostles, and Great Controversy (1888 and 1911
editions). It also includes Steps to Christ, Christ’s
Object Lessons, Thoughts from the Mount of Blessing,
Education, Ministry of Healing and many other
wonderful truth-filled inspired books of Sister White. 

Sister White used helpers in organizing her
materials and sometimes they suggested to her ways
of expressing her God-given messages more plainly
and more effectively. But these literary assistants did
not have any authority to change anything unless it
was approved by the servant of the Lord. Beginning
with the 1911 edition of Great Controversy, Sister
White clearly stated that no changes whatsoever were
made unless she had approved of them. She wrote
about how pleased she was when this edition came
off the presses. Elder M.L. Andreason, after personal
research of her handwritten manuscripts, confirmed
the authenticity of the Desire of Ages. See the book
Russell and I wrote, The Winds of Doctrine from
Hartland Publications. 

7. Other groups claim that none of the writings of
Sister White before 1892 are relevant to our times,
because it was not until 1892 that she first
acknowledged that she may have to pass through the
portals of the tomb. They conclude from this
statement that Sister White shared no counsel that
would be relevant to the times in which we now live. 

The fifth volume of the Testimonies, pages 207-
216, in the chapter entitled, “The Sealing,” pinpoints
the apostasy which will take place at the end of this
earth’s history. These false teachings about the Spirit
of Prophecy are all designs of Satan to lead men and
women from salvation. 

May God keep us. How I pray that none of our
readers will follow these deceptions!

Colin D. Standish, President

✱ PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVEMaking of None Effect the
Spirit of Prophecy
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Upcoming Events

Winter Convocation
January 28–30, 2005
Featuring Jere Franklin
Theme: Preparing for End Time Events

Prepare for a special blessing!
Call (540) 672-1996 ext 232

Thank you for blessing Hartland with your gifts to help
continue God’s work. We pray that God will bless you abundantly
as you live for Him.

Remembering Hartland in your estate plan will leave 
a spiritual legacy with eternal results.

January 14-15, 2005 
Montalba, TX SDA Church
Speaker: Colin Standish
Contact: Dan Bowman
(903) 549-3048

January 21-22, 2005
Heritage Academy, Monterey, TN 
Speaker: Colin Standish
Contact: Debbie Baker
(931) 839-6675

Winter Convocation
January 28-30, 2005, Hartland
Speaker: Jere Franklin 
Contact: (540) 672-1996 ext 232

February 19, 2005 Le Center, CA
Speaker: Colin Standish
Contact: Debbie Meidlinger 
(507) 357-6315

Spring Convocation
April 29-May 1, 2005
Hartland
Contact: (540) 672-1996 ext 232

May 7, 2005 Upper Cumberland
Conference Center
Speaker: Colin Standish
Contact: Marlon James 
(256) 379-2586

Camp Meeting
July 26-31, 2005

August 19, 2005 Glendale, CA
Speaker: Colin Standish
Contact: Rollie Kindom 
(818) 242-7140

Hartland Needs
Want to Help?

Staff Openings: 
If you are interested in one of
the following positions, please
contact Helen Ratcliffe at 
(540) 672-1996 ext 231.

• Builder/Carpenter
• Education Department Advisor
• EFL Coordinator
• Executive Secretary
• Female Massage &

Hydrotherapy Supervisor
• Graphic Designer/Instructor
• Physician
• Plant Services Manager
• Registrar
• Religion Department Advisor
• Wellness Center Administrator

Volunteers for short or 
long periods are needed 
and appreciated at Hartland. 
If you are interested in the
blessings of volunteering 
for a worthwhile cause while
enjoying the spiritual life 
on campus, let us know 
your interest.

• Construction (all skills)
• Grounds 
• Maintenance 
• Proofreaders
• Receptionist 
• Secretary

Call us at (540) 672-1996 
ext 285, write us (Attn:
Stewardship Ministries) or 
e-mail us at sm@Hartland.edu.

www.Hartland.edu

Check our website 
for updates, additions 
and changes.


